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| Preach before the 
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; Matth. VII. 6. 
Give not that which is Holy unto 
© rhe Dogs, neither caſt ye your 


Pearls before Swine, leſi they 
trample them under their 


Feet, and turn again and 
rent you. | 


AST not Gemms before Swine * is a 

Proverbial Expreſſion, to this Day 
1 extant in the Jewiſh Writings; 
ad tho' conſider'd in it ſelf, it calls no 


1 Via. Druf. Præterit. in loc. 
Z A more 


tences of the like kind, which under: 
figurative and borrow'd Phraſe expre(; 
ſome pertinent Obſervation upon humane 
Lit FEI preſefibe ſome uſeful Di. 
re &ion oder a nd conduct it: yet when 
we remember how it comes to us, re. 


commended by that Divine Mouth, from 1 
whence we learn the Laws of our Practice 


and derive the pureſt Streams of Saving” 
Knowledge, this muſt enforce it with: 
new Aythority, and advance it among 
the Rules and Precepts of our holy Rel 
ligion. 

The Nature of ſuch Sentences, con. 


taining an entire Senſe of their own, 4 j 
might eaſily bear me out in proceeding 10 % 
treat of this before us, without relation 
to the Context, and in that general Senſe 
wherein the Jews explain it, * * That ue 
« ſhould not commit the Doctrine or Pre. 


The Brutifoneſs of 9 


more ſor our Attention, than other Sen 


cepts of Wiſdom to him who has 10 


„ genſe, or Nation of its Value; for be, 
« who knows not its Worth, or ſeeks 
© not after it, deſpiſes and profanes 110% 
ce Glory, and is worſe than the Sine cha 


6 pollutes and rolls it ſelf in Mire. The 


Wiſdom, of which they give ſuch high 
Encomiums, mult ſignify Religion; and — q f 


Vid. Druſ. ut ſupra, | 
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Deſpiſeng Religion. 


. | therefore the Pearls, by which it is de- 


moted, muſt intend all thoſe holy Do- 
Qtrines and Precepts, thoſe: Means and 
portunities of Grace, which are held 
t in the Church, the Benefits of publick 
Preaching, and of private Counſel, as 
Well as of its more ſublime and myſteri- 


=7J 


pus Inſtitutions. 


The ſame Thing is but otherwiſe ex- 


preſſed in the preceding Clauſe of the 
"Text, where that which is Holy, has a very 


Dbvious Reference to the Shew-Bread, and 


©lations of the Old Teſtament, which 


ereeſteem'd as Things ſacred, or dedi- 


ated to God, and were ſome of them to 


eaten by the Prieſts alone, but all of 


them ſo far from being Food. for Dogs, 


that they were not permitted to ſuch Per- 


ſons as lay under any legal Impurity, and 


much leſs to thoſe who ſhould deſpiſe or 
=Fridicule them. 


if there be any therefore ſoabſurd, or 


ſo ungrateful, as, inſtead of receiving 


what is ſo much for their Advantage, 


Ito revile and inſult thoſe who come ia 


S Friendſhip to perfwade them to it; 
& Againſt them is this Proverb ſarcaſtically 


© level'd, Give not that which is holy unto the 
= Dogs, neither caſt ye your Pearls before Swine, 
= leſt they trample them under their Feet, and 
turn again and rent you. „ 
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The Brutiſhneſs of 9 

But tho this be the general Deſign and 
Meaning of the Proverb, and ſhall as ſuß 
be regarded in the following Diſcourſe, 
et it may not be diſſembled that our 
lefſed Lord has here apply 'd it particu- 
larly to the Caſe of Reprehenſion. How. #® 
ever uſeful or neceſſary it may be to ad. 
moniſh and reprove our Neighbour, yet 
in order to this, it were but prudent to 
conſider, whether we our ſelves be qua- 
lify*d to give, or ourNeighbour to receive 
ſuch Reproof. Our own Qualification 
is negatively touch'd in the Verſes next 
before the Text, that ſo long as we are 
guilty of the ſame, or greater Vices our 
felves, we are but il|-prepar'd to ſpend our 
Cenſures upon others, and find fault with 
the Mote that is in our Brother's Eye, when 
behold a Beam is in out own. On the other 
Hand, the Perſons reproved ſhould not 
be Men of obſtinate and ſettled Malice, 
who will moſt probably deſpiſe our whol- 
ſome Counſels, if not affront and injure 
us for giving them. For ſoit follows in 
the Text; Give not that which is holy unto 
the Dogs, neither caſt ye your Pearls before 
4 

| 


Swine, leſt they trample them under their 1 


Feet, and turn again and rent you. From 
the Words, in the more general - Accep- 8 
tation, 1 ſhall cake occaſion to explain, | 

| I. The 


* Deſpiſmg Religion. 

. The Character of thoſe Means of 
* Grace, which are afforded us by true 
Religion, deſcrib'd by that which is 
Holy, and by Pearls. 

II. The Character of thoſe Perſons 
who abuſe or flight them: they are 
\ Swine to trample ſuch Pearls under 
= rzheir Feet, and they are Dogs to turn 
= again and rent us. 

III. The Behaviour that is required of 
us with relation to ſuch Perſons : 
We muſt forbear to expoſe our ſelves 


or the Benefits of our Religion to 


ſuch vile Indignity ; we muſt not 

| give that which is Holy to ſuch Dogs, 
nor caſt our Pearls before ſuch Swine 
as theſe. Fd 


% I. Firſt then, We have here offer'd to 


Zr Conſideration a twofold Character 


* 3 a 
o " 


thoſe Means of Grace which are af- 


rded us by true Religion, whether they 


e the publick Preaching of the Word, or 
ivate Advice and Reprehenſion, or that 


Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and 


Wwrhoritative Declaration of Forgiveneſs, 


Which Chriſt has appointed in his Church: 


Jay we have a twofold Character of 


Mile Means of Grace, viz. 


1. Io 


— — _— — 


= — y 


— doowees 
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to be given of their Holineſs. The Orac 


"moſt. perſect Sanctity, muſt chemſelvef 
be pure and perfect; they lay down 
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1. In reſpect of their own Nature an ; 
| Excellency, 9s as they ate call'd Holy. And 


2. In reſpect of their Value or * Uſeful 
neſs to us, as they are ſaid to be Pearls. 


1. Firſt in reſpect of their own Natur: 


and Excellency, as they are call'd Hp 
There is a relative, as well as an inhs 
rent Holineſs, ſuch as tho" it may not r: 


fide properly in the Things chemſelyc; 


yet is attributed to them, upon Accoun 
of ſome Relation they bear to the (u 


preme Being, or to his Worſhip and Se. 
vice. Thus the Temple of old was rec 


on'd Holy becauſe it was God's Houſe, an 


the Prieſt, becauſe he was his Miniſter: 
And ſuch a Kind of relative SanQity a7 


* 


this, it is no Wonder if we find aſcrib 
to thoſe Ordinances, which are now 2 


pointed as the Means of our Salvation, Y 


God's Word and Sacraments be {till e. 


fteem'd - Holy, and the Doctrines Which | 
are built upon them ſhould be Holy too. 


But indeed this 1s not all the Account 


of God, flowing from a pure Fountain o 


compleat Syſtem of Religion, a uniform 


and perfect Rule of Faith and Mannen 4 
ever 


* —— 
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Deſpiſing Religion. 


| . y Way ſufficient (if the proper Means 


be uſed for underſtanding them) to in- 


' form our Belief, and to regulate our 
*- and * therefore to make us 


all good Works, Let this Word be but 
teply engrafted in our Hearts, it will in- 
nerate the noble Principle of Faith, to 
vern and dire& our outward Conduct, 
d diffuſing its Influence throughout 


anner of Converſation. 
And if the Scriptures then are call'd 


oh, from the Matter they contain, and 


e Tendency they have to our SanQik- 
tion, the ſame no Queſtion may be 


id of thoſe religions Doctrines which 
Are founded thereupon, whether incul- 
ted by publick Preaching, or by private 
Tounſel, whether furniſhing us with 
1 rinciples of ſound Belief, or Rules of 
Puty, or reproving our N eglect and Devi- 


ion from them. The ſame, by Parity 
F Reaſon, will be ſaid again of thoſe 
Ecred Inſtitutions, which were _ 


y the ſame tranſcendent Holineſs, 
onvey to us the Pardon and Remillion 


f our Sins, and ſupply us with more 


I Plentiful Meaſures of divine Grace. Nay 


Ind theſe very Conſiderations (let me 
add 


e unto Salvation, and thoroughly furniſb d , 2 Tim: 3. 


. 175 


whole Man, to make us Holy in all: Pet. 1. 
. 


The Brutiſbneſs of 
add) which vindicate their Character 
Holineſs, will ſerve likewiſe to ſhew sW 
inthe. 7 
2. Second Place, why they are de. | 
ſcrib'd as Pearls : Since theſe, no doubt, 
are ſuch Conſiderations as ought to mae 
them moſt highly valuable and dear to 
us. For what could poſſibly recommend 
them more to our Eſteem, than to re- 
member the Original from whence they 
come, and the End to which they con. 
duce, that they come down from God th 
Father of Lights, and Author of every go q 
\ 
| 
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and perfett Gift, that they tend like wie 


to renew and ſanctify our Nature, and 


1 
0 
*z 


« 


bring us at laſt to the Enjoyment of 


4 
eternal Felicity? For this Reaſon is 
the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Goſpel 
which propoſes ſuch valuable Privileges, 
compared to a Pearl of great Price, which 
the Merchant, when he found it, thought 
Worth his purchaſing at the Expence of 
every Thing elle. 
The Virtue and Excellency of Pearl: | 
is well known to them who enquite into | 
Nature, and ſtudy by the Uſe of Whol- 
ſom Medicines, to relieve the Weakneſſes 
and Frailties of the humane Body, But 
faint is their Reſemblance of the ſove- 
reign Virtue and Power of thoſe ſpiritual 
| Reme- 
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Deſpiſiug Religion. N 
Remedies, which are reach'd out to us 
y che Phyſician of our Souls, preſcribed 
In the Doctrine of the Scriptures, and 
Fapply'd in the holy Ordinances of his 
Dawn Appointment. More to be de ſired are Pf 19. 10 
bey than Gold, yes, than much fine Gold: 
Wweeter alſo than Honey, and the Honey- 
Tomb: They are more precious than Rubies, Prov. 3. it 
nd all the things we can deſire are not to be 
Rompared unto them. 
{4 "There is one Conſideration. yet be- 
*FHhiad,; in which we have reaſon to re- 
Hoice:that the Alluſion fails, and that is 
BScarcity. There have been Times when 
Wt might juſtly be carried on to this Par- 
E icular. The Word of the Lord was Pre- gam. z. i: 
ions, i. e. rare and uncommon, in the 
#Days of Samwel's Youth. My People are 
Sdeftroy'd for lack of Knowledge, was God's 
Complaint in the Times of Hoſes. And 
the Famine foretold by Amos, was not 4 Ames 8. 
= Famine of Bread, but of hearing the Words 
ef the Lord. Nay, and even at this Day 
there are ſome Places, where the Benefits 
of our Religion are but rarely or partially 
Diſpenſed, and that not only in thoſe 
Parts of the World, which are oppreſs'd 
with Pagan or Turkiſh Ignorance, but 
even among ſuch as would engroſs the 
= Chriſtiav» Name to themſelves, . 
3 B the 
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the Scriptures are lock'd up in a Lan. 3 1 
one half of the Lord's Supper it ſelf is bi ; 


guage not commonly underſtood, and 


Sacrile toufly deny'd the People. 


With us, thanks be to God, the Caſe : 


is otherwiſe: The Scriptures lie open for 
the Peruſal of the People; and they have 
ſafficient Means of e 
So that we may ſay with the Plalmiſt, 


5/68. 11, Ihe Lord gave the Nord; great was the Com. 


I 55. 


Lal. 15. ſing, like the Prodigal, to feed on Hasi 
with Swine, BREE we might be made il 
welcome 


16. 


pany of thoſe that publiſh\d it. They wh 
can, may read it by themſelves, and al 


have frequent Opportunities of hearing it 4 
in publick. The other Means of Grace 
are elfectually diſpens'dby the Hands f 
ſuch Per ſons as our Lord hasauthoriz'd; 
i. ſo that every one that thirſteth may cone 
freely to the Maters, and he that hath 10 
Money „ may yet buy and ear, vit hon 3 


Money, and without Price. 


But let not this Plenty make us nauſeat: 4 
the Proviſion which in it ſelf is delicate. 
Let us not flight it, becauſe cheap and 
common, but be induced till more to 
praiſe the Bounty of the Giver, who has 
made ſuch abundant Proviſion for our ſpi- 
ritual Suſtenance, that we cannot periſh 8 


but by our own groſs Stupidity, by chu- 


7% 2 
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Deſpr/ing Religion. 41 
Welcome at our Father's Houſe, nay even 
y refuſing to reach out our Hands, when 
e Table is fo richly ſpread before us, 
d the Cup fo largely overflows. _ _ 
The Worth and Virtue of theſe Pearls 
Should make us extreamly fond, and de- 
Wrous of poſſeſſing them, and with the 
iſe Merchant before-mention'd, chuſe 
Ather to part with all in the Purchaſe, 
an let ſlip the Opportunity, to count all Phil. 3. 8 
hings but as Loſs and Dung, for the Ex- 
eney of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Nut if we be freed from this Expence and 
SWazard, if we enjoy the Privilege on 
ier Terms, let not this leſſen it in our 
cſteem, ſince our Occaſions for it will not 
erefore abate, but our Weakneſs and 
eceſſity will equally require it. *Tis. 
rue there muſt be a due Preparation of 
Mind, and Sincerity of Heart, to make 
rternal Privileges effective of their pro- 
er Ends. A bare Attendance on the out- 
ard Ordinances of the Word and Sacra- 
eents can be of no Profit, becauſe not 1 
id with Faith. They muſt lay apart all 1 
ilthineſs and Superfluity of Naughtineſs, Jam, 1. a1. 
4 with Meekneſs mult they receive the en- 
- 7 afted Word, who are. deſirous it ſhould 
ve their Souls. And they muſt likewiſe - 
gave a lively Faith in theMerits of Chriſt's 
= B 2 Death, 


The Brutifeneſs of 
Death, and fubmit their Practice to t 
Guidance of that active Principle, if the 
would commemorare it to any good Pu, ? 
pole, and have the Benefits thereof e 
feQually convey d to them, by the myſti. 
cal Symbols of his Body and Blood. 1% 
ſtill on the other Hand, tis no leſs true 
that they who neglect the Opportunitie 
fo gracioufly afforded them, who eithe 
{ſlight and deſpiſe the Privileges then 
ſelves, or inſult and injure choſe wh" 
would perſwade them to accept em, an 
altogether as much, or indeed, more i 
excuſable, than the unprofitable Hearen 
of the Word, the unfruitful Attenders ob 
the Ordinances of Religion; inaſmuci= 
as to them belong the Characters thai 
come next to be conſider'd under the i 


II. Second Head of Diſcourſe, ina 
much as thoſe are the Swine that tram 
our Pearls under their Feet, and theſe thin 
Dogs that turn again and rent us. 6 


The Weakneſs of humane Reaſon, o 
caſion'd by our Fall from Innocence, ws 
are at Liberty to repair under the ble ſſei 
Influences of the Goſpel, by the Aſſiſtancſ 
and Energy of Grace. And this not on 
in that inferior Underſtanding of the 
Wort 


5 
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Works of Nature, and Maxims of civil 
| Dolicy, which our corrupted Reaſon may 
i ſome Meaſure attain, but even in the 


are. ſublime and uſeful Knowledge of 


ige Truths, and in a proper Ap- 
9 on of them, to direct our Practice, 
J to bring our Wills and Affections in 
Ppjection to the Law of God. Whilſt 
e attend to ſuch Improvement of our 
culties, we deſerve ws Character of 
@ſonable Creatures. But if we invert 
t order, and ſuffer the Paſſions to uſurp 
N n our Reaſon, ſo far we Unman our 
les, we debaſe the Dignity of the ra- 
Ponal Nature, and degenerate to Brutes. 
Wowever we may continue Men in Shape, 
Ne become Brutiſh in our Minds, not 
ed by the gentle Influence of Reaſon, 
Put violently hurried on by Senſe and 
A ppetite. | 
Such is the Condition of all thoſe who 
Willow themſelves in the Practice of ha- 
Pitual Sin, but of none ſo remarkably, as 
f them who caſt their Contempt directly 
pon the only Methods that can be pro- 
Poſed or followed to relieve their Malady, 
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g < — — © l - 
* * * ht 
1 2 a N — 
a * * 2 4 
. — 
« 


End reſtore them to thePowers of Reaſon. 
heir Diſeaſe muſt needs be deſperate, 
ho will uſe no means for their Recove- 
BY. And they who offer open deſpite un- 
1 | to 


13 
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The Brutiſhneſs , 
to the Spirit of Grace, who blaſpheme / 
that holy Name by which they are call'd, 
deſpiſe that holy Word of God, and rid. 


cule thoſe ſacred Inſtitutions, which alon: Wl 


Pro. 5. 11. 


able to the Owner. And therefore the 
Men on whom we beſtow ſuch valuable 


tis often otherwiſe, the moſt wholſome Þ 


Apples of Gold in Pictures of Silver, which 


can lead them to Felicity, and reſcu: 
them from future Deſtruction, they mult 
have plunged deeply in the Gulf of Bru - 
tality, and have none to thank but them. 
ſelves, if they be left at laſt to periſh in 
their Folly. * . 4 
Such Madneſs indeed one would think 
hardly poſſible, if there were ſome faith 
ful Monitor at hand, to remind them of | 
their Duty, and earneſtly inculcate the 
Importance of thoſe things, which they 
are ſo apt to overlook and deſpiſe. 4 | 
Word fitly ſpoken (ſays. Solomon) is lik 


are both Pleaſant to the Eye, and Valu- St 


Words, one would expect, ſhould be im- 
prov'd and enrich'd by them. But alas! 


a ES 3 4 


Advice is loſt and thrown away upon 
them, the Brutal Principle prevails over 


the Rational, and He that is filthy will be 


Rev. 23. 
11. 


filchy till. As an Ear-ring of Gold, ani 
an Ornament of fine Gold, ſo is a wiſe Re- 
prover (but upon whom ? not upon every 

e one 


Deſpiſing Religion. | 


Wir. The Perverſe and Diſobedient, diſ- 
Waining Reformation, will caſt his Words 
Wchind them. They hate that Reproof 
Which ſhould reclaim and make them 


De account of the wiſeſt of Men, or 
Woid of that reaſonable Conduct and Be- 
Saviour, which might make them wor- 
Why of the Character of Men. Much 
Wore if they proceed farther, and requite 
Ihe Kindneſs of ſuch Reprehenſions with 
alice and III-will, it they ſhall vio- 
Wently afſault their Reprover in his own 
Perſon, or wound his good Name by 
ESlander or Invective, or ſtudy any other 
way to work his Miſchief. Theſe things 
muſt argue the Abſence of that Thought 
und ſerious Reflection, which ſhould be 
be diſtinguiſhiag Mark of reaſonable 
Creatures. For a Man of Reaſon would 
thus argue with himſelf: © He who re- 
= proves me for my Faults, and would 
e perſwade me to amend them, who ſets 
before me the Danger of perſiſting in 
them, and points me out the way to 
correct and forſake them; ſuch a Man 
g certainly muſt mean me well, and whe- 
ther T think fit to follow his Advice or 
no, T ought in Gratirude to take it 115 
3 R 66 ys 


TY 


e reprov'd, but only) «pon an obedient p,,.. 12 


Wetter, and therefore they are Bratiſb in vro.r2. r. 


The Brutiſoneß of 
«+ Ely, that he bas my Intereſt ſo much a 
Heart, at leaſt never to repay his Kind 
*neſs with injurious Treatment. Full 
that is what one would exepect from nom 
but the fierceſt of wild Beaſts, to f 
upon their Benefactors, and worry tho 
who are labouring for their Security. 
If ſuch ungrateful Uſage be capablil 
of farther Aggravation, it is when ti 
Reprover is bound by the Condition oil 
his Office to deliver ſuch Meſſages un 
them. The Perſons of Embaſſadors au 
held Sacred by the Law of Nations; til 
Affronts they receive are reſented by ti 
Maſter in whoſe Name they come; a 
to violate their Character is one of ti 
greateſt Breaches that can be made up 
the Laws of humane Society, and which 
by Conſequence approaches nearly to ti 
Beaſts that periſh.. And ſhall then 1148 
Embaſſadors of the King of Kings, 1 
reviled, inſulted, treated with Deſpigh_ 
and Contempt, for the Sake of that R 

lation which they bear to him, and thi 
Diſcharge of that Truſt he has commi'i 
ted to em, with Fidelity and Diligence 
And ſhall the Authors W 2 

nity be reckon'd, all this while, to Br 
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maintain'd the Character of reaſonab 
Creatures, and obſery'd the Rules of Ho 
3 11 mani 


Deng Religion. 17 
Wanity or common Decency ? He knows, 
Bo leſs than earthly Potentates, how to 
ſent the Injury, and he is able to re- 
Neage it with a heavier Puniſhment. He 
Wt deſpiſeth you (ſaid our King and Sa- 
Pour to his Diſciples) deſpiſeth me, and , 5 
nu deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent 16. 
e. if not then from a ſenſe of Duty, 
et out of Love to themſelves, let them 
ware how they provoke his Wrath, 
Which is neither to be eluded by pro- 
Noe Wit, nor over-power'd by worldly 
Wtrength or Grandeur, nor pacify'd by 
Wribes. Otherwiſe whatever be their 
Wecadinels of Wit, they fink below the 
SPignity of their Nature, they degenerate 
to Dogs and Swine. 
Thoſe Beaſts were anclean in the ac- Zn 11. 
ount of the Law, and having ſome Qua- 7: 26, 27. 
ties of no cleanly Aſpect, were there- N 15 
dre perhaps choſen Proverbially to ſet 
rrth the State of harden'd and habitual 
ESinners. For thus St. Peter by another 
roverb ſarcaſtically expoſes them, who 
ter Profeſſion made of Chriſtianity, 
ad relapſed into their former Wicked- 
ess: It is happened (ſays he) unto them : pi. ,, 
aording to the true Proverb, 'The Dog is 22. 
urned to his own Vomit ag ain, and the Som 
hat was waſhed, to her wallowing in the Mire. 
C The 


| 2 1 
ky 


9 
1 * 
WM 


= . 
ö Pr Fo 
I 
- x 
3 
* 
T 
” 
. 


18 


who confine their Views to earthly Sa. N 
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The Swiniſb Temper is moſt fitly aſcribed * 
to Men of groſs and ſenſual Affections, 


tisfactions, and therefore roll themſelves Ml 
and wallow in them, but have no Reliſh Wi 
for thoſe more noble and elevated Plea. 
ſures, which ariſe either from the preſent i 
Practice, or the future Hopes, of Reaſon Wl 
and Religion. Therefore they  neglet Wl 
or deſpiſe the means of Virtue and Hap- ai 
pineſs, like thoſe Gergeſens mention'd in 
the Goſpel, who by keeping ſuch Cattle, 
had learn'd their ſordid Qualities, and 6: 


Matth. 8, ſought the Author of eternal Salvation to 1 
34+ 


' tertain him at the Expence of their Swint. 


bleſſed Saviour repreſented the Temper 


would perſwade them to accept em, who 


depart out of their Coaſts, rather than en- 


The Curriſb Temper implies farther a 
ſnarling and ſnappiſh Diſpoſition, and is 
properly aſcribed to Men of violent and 
furious Paſſions, ready to tear and rend 
all that come near em, eſpecially ſuch as 
ſhall offer any thing to croſs their Incli: 
nations, tho? never ſo much to their own i 
Welfare and Happineſs. By an Alluſion ie 
therefore to theſe two Creatures has our 


of thoſe Men, who ungratefully refuſe 
the Mercies which he came to proffer, or 
treat thoſe Perſons with Indignity who 
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Deſpiſng Religion. 
buſe either, like Swine, to trample our 
ele under their Feet, or elſe, like Dogs, 
o tern again and rent us. 3 

= From hence then I might obſerve, that 
t is ſometimes allowable, to ſpeak of 
Wicked Men in terms of Contumely and 
iſdain. I might ſtrengthen the Obſer- 
Wation by an Induction of many other 
Wnſtances, and take notice how the Pha- 
iſees were upbraided, both by our Sa- 


b «. 
enn Aa 


poſed Elymas the Sorcerer, as a Child o 

e Devil, and Enemy of all Righteouſneſs, 
ow Hereticks in general are term'd by 
t. Ignatius, “ Wild Beaſts in humane Shape, 
ad One of them more particularly by St. 
RP olycarp, t The Firſt. born of the Devil. But 
| Ia regard we are ſubject to Prejudice and 
aſſion, liable to be miſtaken in our Men, 
ud apt to overflow in the Expreſſions of 
Hur Reſentment ; moſt unlike our Bleſſed 
Saviour, whoſe Judgment never err'd, 
Ind whole Paſhons never exceeded: I 
Porbear to preſs his Example in this Par- 
EWicular, *cill we ſhall find it as eaſy to re- 


=o need N d So of Ongiov off drOpa- 
mor, Ignat. in Epiſt. ad Smyr næos. 

= Eyre Toy apwrimxor NU Semvd. Poly- 
arp. ad Marcion. apud Enſeb, I. 4. c. 14. 
3 | C 2 ſtrain 


our and the Baptiſt, as Serpents, and a %, 
eneration of Vipers, how St. Paul ex- 5. 23.33. 
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The Brutiſbneſs of 
ſtrain our Paſſions within due Bounds, 2 
it is neceſſary they ſhould bear Propor 
tion to the Nature of the Thing. 
Rather let the Odiouſneſs of the Chal 
raters, which our Lord has drawn, ex“ 
cite our utmoſt Care and Caution, chal 
we never deſerve them our ſelves, no 
unprofitably throw away our Time and 
Loy Tins upon ſuch as do. Which brif 1 
me to the 


III. Third and Laſt Thing obſervabl:il 1 
in the Text, namely, The Behaviour thai 1 
is required of us with relation to ſuch 
Perſons: We muſt forbear to expoſe ou 5 
Selves, or the Benefits of our Religion 3 
to ſuch vile Indignity ; we muſt not gi 
that which is Holy to ſuch Dogs, nor «if 
our Pearls before ſuch Swine as theſe. 


3 
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4 
It is the Method uſed by God Hirnſcli, 1 

to deliver up incorrigible Sinners to a re-. 

+ Probate Senſe, and leave them to wil 
guided by thoſe wile Affections, which 

they chuſe to follow. I ho he may beat | 

long with them, and try them by ſundry ll 
Methods of Conviction, yet his Sir Y 

Gen. 6. 3. ſhall not always ſtrive, he will not perpe· 3 


. ark * 


tually endure their Inſolence; but when 
rey "(hal have ſtood out againſt all his 
Over. 


Deſpr/ng Religion. 21 
ertures, they ſhall then be finally for- | 
ken by him, and given up to the Per- 
rſeneſs of their own Hearts. Where 
e Evil is general, and the Contagion 

Ws ſpread it ſelf throughout a whole Na- 
Won, even the Light of his Word, the 
ad Tydings of the Goſpel ſhall ſome- 
nes be withdrawn, their Candleſtick ,,, f. 
all be removed out of his place, and the 
dom of God ſhall be taken from them, Mat. ar. 
given to 4 Nation bringing forth the *3* 
its thereof. The kind Offers of his 
race ſhall be with-holden from them, 
WDaſmuch as they have ſhewn themſelves 

Wot capable of being draws with Cords of, "NR 
un, with Bands of Love. His gentle 
ET baitiſements ſhall be no longer uſed for 

Heir Recovery and Amendment, ina{- 
Puch as they have judged themſelves unwor- A, 13. 
7 everlaſting Life : I will not (lays he 46. 
reel by his Prophet, I will nat] puniſh 

air Daughters when they commit Whoredom, f.,. , 
or your Spouſes when they commit Adul- 

ry. Ephraim is joined to Idols : let him v. 17. 
one. Or if in this Caſe he ſhould Puniſh, 
is not in the way of Fatherly Cor- 
Wcection,but Judicial Vengeance; it is not 
with a View to reclaim them from their 
Holly, but to revenge their obſtinate In- 
Natitude, and ſet them for Exſampler 
I oy | unto 
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2Pcr, 2.6. unto thoſe that (ball after live Ungod!, Wl 

Suitably to this Method of Proceeding 

our bleſſed Saviour likewiſe has left u 

his Example; and tho' the. whole Peoplil 

of the Jews was not, during his Rei 

dence on Earth, arrived to ſuch Maturi 

of Wickednels, as to be entirely forſaken i 

yet he beſtowed not his Favours upoilifi 

them without great Diſtinction, an 

| Where he met with a grofſer and mom 

obſtinate Kind of Infidelity, he was ther: 

more ſparing of his Miracles, and did au 

Matt. 13 many mighty Works among them, becauſe ii 

58. their Unbelief. 

In like manner he directed his Apoſtle; 

Matt. 10. that if any ſhould got receive them, nl 

14 hear their Words, they ſhould quickly 

leave ſuch an ungrateful People, and whe 

Mar.6.11, they departed out of that Houſe or City 
Tute 19. ſhould ſhake off the very Duſt of their Feu 

For a Teſtimony againſt them. Agreeablyl 

4a; to which Direction we find Sr. Paul and 

45, 46.” Barnabas, when they ſaw the Jews fili 

with Envy at their Preaching of the Gol. 

pel, and ſetting themſelves in direct Op 

poſition to their Doctrine, Contradictim 

and Blaſpheming : we find they gave them 

up as deſperate and hopeleſs Perſons, be- 

took themſelves to the Inſtruction of the 

v.51, more Candid and Impartial Gextiles, ſboot 

| on 
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 Deſpiſmg Religion. 22 
FF the Duſt of their Feet againſt them, and 
eat «nto Iconi um. To the ſame purpoſe 
Apoſtſes have adviſed us to beware of Phil. 3. 2: 
„to have no Fellowſhip with the un- 2 . f. 11. 
%% Works of Darkneſs, but to reprove 
„, ſo long as there is room for Hope, 
after that to reject their Communion 
aroid their Company, not to receive 
1e our Houſes, neither bid them God : 7obn v. 
e, to uſe no familiar Intercourſe or '*: 
averſation with them, All which, as 
is partly deſign'd for the Recovery of 
oſe who are not perfectly Incorrigible, 
likewiſe for the Shame and Confuſion, 
gad Puniſhment of them that'are. 
l Indeed fince we are ſubject to Prejudice 
ad Paſſion (as was ſaid before) and 
hoe neither thoſe Treaſures of Wiſdom 
= hich reſided in Jeſus, nor that Meaſure 
be Spirit which conducted the Apoſtles, 
ſpould be extreamly cautious how we 
ge Men arriv'd to ſuch Degrees of Ob- 
oacy, and chuſe rather to err on the 
aritable Side, rather to continue our 
eproofs too long, than to forbear and 
ve them off too ſoon. We ſhould con- 
aer whether thoſe Reproofs themſelves 
ae not had ſuch Mixtures of Gall and 
itterneſs, as may have contributed to 
arden the Sinners they were meant to 
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| Symbols, or rather to the Myſteries con 
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reclaim; or whether there might not Wil 
ſome ſecret Prejudices (as in Matters of 
falſe Doctrine it may often happen) . 
which our Counſels were not duly adap 
ed, and which therefore we ſhould ſti 
attempt to reQify, with the moſt Chriſii 
an Spirit of Meekneſs and Diſcretion. 1 
one Word, we ſhould be well aſſur'd 8 
the Truth of the Fact, that the Perſo 
we ſpeak of are obſtinztely bent on Wick 
edneſs, we ought not to take up will 
Jealouſies and Suſpicions, with the ul 
certain Clamour and Report of others. 

When the Caſe is manifeſt, and in 
Crime certain, even then in Proportio 1 
to the different Degrees of it, our Ca 
for the Sinner mult differently be re mi 
ted. The habitual Practice of any op: 
and notorious Sin, is ſufficient to exclu 
the Sinner from holding Communic 
with the Church in the moſt ſacred Offi 
of the Euchariſt, till he ſhall have give 
ſome publick Proof of his Repentance 
and made due Satisfaction to that Cong 
gation which before he Scandaliz d. TU 
Reverence which is due to the my (teriou 
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ceal'd under them, and the Edification 
of our Brethren by ſuch Examples, e 
quire us to take care that ſuch Holy Ord- 

nanci 
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Deſpiſing Religion. 
ces be not profaned by Dogs, nor ſuch 
aluable Pearls trampled under Foot by 
And however ſome among our 


aof Latitude may deny any ſuch 


4 


Wm the. Communion, againſt whom I 
ee not Leiſure to diſpute at preſent ; 
from the Doctrine of our Church (as 
= ſet forth in the Rabrick before the 
ice for the Communion) it evidently 
Wpears to be, not his Privilege only, but 
== Duty, to forbid their approaching to 


red Myſteries of our Religion. 
But yet this is not a ſufficient Reaſon 
forbear the Offices of Reproof and Ex- 


rtation, whether in Publick or in Pri- 


tie. The Man that is ſcandalouſly 
icked, muſt not immediately be given 
d as irreclaimable ; and tho? there are 
me Offices of Religion from which he 
ght to be ſhut out, yet let him not at 
ee be excluded from that Inſtruction 
ad Advice, from hearing thoſe Promiſes 
0d Threatenings of the Goſpel, which 
ay greatly conduce to his Amendment. 
adeed, the publick Preaching of the 
ord, muſt be free and open to all comers, 
l che Church, by a publick Sentence of 
communication, ſhall debar them from 
= N 5 


[ 


yer of the Prieſt, to exclude or reject 


Wc Altar of God, and profaning thoſe. 
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Rh * whether the e Mae uf 
e . or ng, if we find them ui 1 
abſtinately bent upon their w yl 
Cor if ker, hate yy teform'd, au 
y in the ns Fae. of their Reproyers ; elbe ; 
bai if 1 5 dan bsw of i 
mare gro heiogus Nature, ar 0 


ITenets gehe of the comman Prin F 
A af Religion, or ſuch as caſt a g. 
neral Cont upon its Ordinances, il 3 
FS ta lay aſide a priyate Fndeayour, 
eh cancern aur ſelves na longer for then | 

e feng. For to what End ſpould 
we conſume gur Time, which might be. 
arr oh q better Purpoſes, to what Ea 

ſhould we fatigue our ſelves with anxiou| 

Gare, LF eir Frafit and Advantage 
who A ſolve 797 8 ag. Profit or el N 
tage from ĩt? rig ician, as he gos, 
not to the Falk f o he gives over 1 23 
Incurable. When either the Diſeaſe i 
too pant to be cured, or the Diſeaſed 
WO elf too obſtinate ta abſerve what is 
pre es him, it can be to ao purpoſe 
to mu ply Preſeriptions, the Patient 
1 be lelt to Die and Languiſh under i. 

And now to ſpeak a Word or two bi 
way of Application; I fear we ſhall find 
tx but too caly to diſcover { Nee of che 
ame 
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ne Complexion with thoſe brutiſh Per- 
os deſcrib'd to us in the Text. The 
ge abounds with ſo much impudent Pro- 
eneſs and ſtubborn Infidetity, with 
ch Contempt of all Things Sacred, and 


Ich injurions Treatment of thoſe wha 


Near relation to the Service of God: The 
rticles of our moſt Holy Faith have been 
miſerably mangled and abus d, the 
Kingdom of Chriſt ſet forth as an un- 
ie Dream, the Powers of the Prieſt- 
Wood expos'd as ſo much Cant and Delu- 
Won, and the Sacraments themſelves as 
Peer Ju le and Conjuration ; that the 
Knowledge of the Goſpel, as great and 
Jaluable a Bleſſing as it is, will but aggra- 
ate the Crime of ſuch incorrigible Blaſ- 
Phemers, and therefore in the End it 
puſt encreaſe their Condemnation. And 

bat then ſhall we lay to Perſons of fo 
Drcofligate a Character? Shall we caſt our 
Pearls before them to be trampled under 
Foot ? Shall we expoſe our ſelves to their 
ige and Fury? In pure Charity to their 
Puls, I would ſuſpend the Application, 
Ind take ſome Time to enquire how far 
heir Error may ariſe from Prejudice, and 
dow far it muſt needs proceed from the 
ttled Malice and Obſtinacy of their 
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art; But when Charity it ſelf, which 
1 hopeth 


28 The Brutiſbneſs. of. I 
1Cer.13.1 hopeth all Things, can no longer hope for 
| their Corverſiog, but moſt impute their 

| Sin to the intolerable Pride and Rancout 0 
; | of their Mind, we muſt no more concern 
iu our ſelves for that web is impoſlible ; our I 
1 Silence, but for the Sake of others, would f 
by be the "beſt Anſwer to their Calumnic, 4 
1 We ſhould rake care indeed, as far as in ; 
us lies, to prevent the ſpreading of ſo dan 
i "i gerous an Infection, that the Conta jon 
i be not Epidemical, leſt thoſe Bleſſing 
7 be remov'd we ſo ungratefully delle þ 
1 5 leſt rhe Kingdom of God, the very Know: 3 7 
$I Matth.21, ledge of Arat, ſhould be taten fron 

14 43- ws, and gives to 4 Nation bringing forth th 

* Fruits thereof Above all we thould be 
careful ro fortify our ſelves againſt i i 
killiog Malignity, that we be not con- 
ſenting to the Counſels of ſuch Men, no? 
aſſiſting to their Enterprizes, that we ol 
not, by giving way to them in leſs Ma? 
ters, put it in their Power to effeQ greater, 
that our Soul may never come into their 
Secret, nor our Honour be united uns 
their Aﬀembly ; z that ſo finally whatever 
Havock they may make in the Church, 
whatever Miſchief they may do Them. 
ſelves, and all whom their poiſonous Ia. 
fluence can reach, we may at leaſt be, 
like the few Souls in the Ark of * "ol 23 
erve 
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Wrved from the general Deſtruction, and 


Dy improving the preſent, may come to 


Inite Mercy grant us for the Sake of his 
Won Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom with 


Nyjoy the future and eternal Privileges of 


e Church of God. This God of his in- 


e Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all Ho- 


4 our and Glory now and henceforth for 
Vermore. Amen. 
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